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Relief Campaign for the T h e d evaSta.ti n
Quake Victims of g

calls for an overwhelming nationa

been directed to collect and dispat

CPI(ML) and its Assam-based alll

funds to the Red Cross relief fund fd - eﬁO rt to

NC Hills districts of Assam will donate

CPI(ML)-ASDC to
Guijarat
| ]

The tremors of the January 2
earthquake have left a trail of unpre q u a e I n
edented physical devastation a
psychological trauma. The traged .
response in terms of mobilisation ¢ G UJ ara't h a'S
material resources and organisatig
of relief operation.

The CPI(ML) has called upon al rOC e t e
its members and supporters to rige
relief materials, especially money al
medicine, on a war-footing for th{
next one week suspending all oth
normal activities.
ASDC, will play a key role in the relief
campaign. The Party MP Dr. Jayanjk
Rongpi and his ASDC colleague i
Rajya Sabha Prakant Warisa have ¢
cided to donate Rs. 10 lakh each fro
Gujarat. The MPs apart, all party legi
lators in Bihar and Jharkhand and thg .
ASDC counterparts in Assam as we
as members of the ASDC-run auton Ove rCO I I l e I S

| Inational

tral relief team along with activists
of the All India Students’ Associa tra ed
tion to undertake relief operations i n
cooperation with the Party’y

Launch Nationwide
of such mind-boggling dimensio
to the occasion. All Party units ha

]
entire country.

Elected representaives of th
their local area development sche
mous councils in Karbi Anglong an{
Ahmedabad unit.

a month’s salary each. The two cou
cils will also contribute Rs. one lak
each in the relief effort.

The Party is also sending a ce




Solidarity Messages to
Our Relief Campaign
from Abroad

in Ahmedabad.

Please accept the heartfelt solid
ity wishes from the Democrati
Socialist Party and progressive forg

in Australia to the strugglin
Indian people as they confront this t¢r-Prasad, BPKS leader Com. Ramadhawvorkers and demand the right

0
rible disaster of the Gujardt Singh and Gaya Party DC Secy. Comcheaper education, cheaper health
(Arvind Kumar, demanded after visiting services and right to employment.
and the ASDC and AISA as you carfyManpur in Gaya on 25 January that theApart from people from Pilibhit,
out your emergency campaign, and puPSP of Gaya Ranjit Kumar and the BDOLakhimpur Kheri and Nainital,
sof Manpur must be suspendedstudents, youth and democrat

earthquake. Best wishes to the CPI

special solidarity to your comrad

el
C

edNaresh Ram, State Convenor of Bihaheld at Bareilly on 22 January. It wg

DSP, Australia

We are with you and the peop
effected by this disaster. It was t
most right action by CPI(ML) to ca
all its members to be involved in reli
activities.

We will do bit of our part here i agrarian labourer tola of the village andCP Sharma, noted poet Viren Dangw.

Pakistan for the affected people

Hyderabad and Mir Pur Khas in Sin

With deep sorrow and agony,
Labour Party of Pakistan

Sad But True

The Bhuj District
Administration remained busy witfy
the Prime Minister's visit (on 24
January) to the area rather th
coordinating relief operations. Fo
sent by Unicef remaine
unattended at the distri
magistrate's office as his staff wdg
busy. Most of the relief operatio
were being conducted by th
foreign teams and the ArmyTlte
Hindustan Times30 January 2001

*

* *

On 27 January, ateam of 25 doctqrs

flew in from Delhi ... they included
surgeons and senior faculty frofn
AIIMS. But having arrived they|
found no one to direct them.

A group of doctors from Mumbal
flew into Bhuj on Sunday (24
January). They brought a porta
generator, tables that could be u
for operations, sterilisers an
machines. After a day of trying t
find out where they should go, th
gave up and returned to Mumbdi
with their equipment.The Hindu,

30 January 2001)
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ef thrown at them is patently false. PoliceParty CC member Com. Krishn

Peasant-Toiler-Youth
Manpur Firing Convention at Bareilly
A high-level CPI(ML) delegation At the call of UP Chhatra Yuva

rcomprising Party PB member and BiharSangharsh Morcha, Ruhelkhand ley
Legislature Party leader Com. RamPeasant-toilers-youth convention w

Left Parties Condemn

Khet Mazdoor Sabha Com. Rameshwaheld to oppose plunder of peasants §

el

S
nd

c

immediately, and arrested and triedsections of Bareilly also participated
under Sec.302 for murder. Without thisgood numbers in the convention. T
no impartial inquiry is possible. convention was inaugurated by Co

one, and the allegation that a bomb wagbdul Wajed. It was also attended |

in connivance of the goons entered thé\dhikari, left intellectual of Bareilly Dr.

ofopened fire, killing two villagers and AISA Gen. Secy. Sunil Yadav, State

‘injuring 4 others. The whole tola was AISA Secy. Ajit Yadav, Uttarakhand
ransacked and cash, jewelery, utensilpeasant leader Bahadur Singh Jar
etc. were looted from the housesDYFI dist.
Manpur bandh was called in protestChaturvedi and other RYA and AISA
against police-criminal attacks on theleaders. RYA General Secretary Com. L
people during Bihar bandh on 17 Jan. Bahadur Singh read out the politic

Party took out a protest marchresolutions. The initiative received a
against Manpur firing on 24 January inencouraging response from th
Patna. Black Day against Manpurdemocratic intelligentsia and moreovg
massacre was observed on 25 Januamhe success of this convention h
during which street corner meetings angrovided the party with a ney
protest demonstrations were organisecbpportunity to flourish in this area.

On 25 January AIPWA brought out a Conference of Lucknow
march in Patna. . . .
' University Unit of AISA

7 Left Parties M o
eft Parties _ ?et . The Lucknow University branch o
Seven Left partiesncluding A|SA held its conference on 2

CPI(ML)-Liberationpassed a resolution January. It was inaugurated by Com.

demanding panchayat elections to be g] Bahadur Singh, Gen. Secy. of RY]
held latest by Aprll in any case. With and ex_president of Allahaba

secy. Tarakeshwaf

>

?E
According to them the police firing Akhilendra Pratap Singh, State Pa
€on 23 January was totally an unprovokedsecretary and conducted by Dr. Jav

ed
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the notification in February, there willbe ynjversity Students Union an

a long gap between notification and theconducted by AISA state presideft
polling that increases the risk of violence Rakesh Singh. The concluding speech

A delegation of Left leaders will soon \yas made by Com. Sunil Yadav, G

meet the State Election Commssion insecy. of AISA. The delegates wefe
this regard. The leftleaders also criticiseyddressed by AV Shukla, leader pf
the absence of provision for Bank and Insurance employees unign,

reservation to women and dalits fora|SA State Secy. Ajit Singh Yadav an

Mukhiya and other posts. They others. Prior to the conference, the
demanded that the govt. mussue stydents took out a march with slogahs

ordinance tointroduce reservation to "No Mandir, we want employment, wi
these classes. Left parties also criticiseqyant the right to live". A 25-membe
non-implementation of the agreementynjversity Committee was elected wi

with university and college teachers anthjnesh Gautam as president afpd

demanded its immediate implementationGjrisant Yadav as secretary.
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AICCTU Workshop Meet to Launch Solidarity First Chennai District
Against Globalisation Campaign in Delhi Conference of AISA

AICCTU held a workshop on 26 A meeting of the leading cadres  First Chennai District Conference df
January in Chennai, attended by 13Quorking on the trade union front in the AISA was held on 9 January at Andhfa
workers from various factories organised sector, particularly health Mahasabha Hall, in which more than 2%0
including HVF and Ashok Leyland.  postal and telecommunication sectorsstudents representing 12 major colleges

In the first session, TU tactics to as held on 23 January in Delhi. After aParticipated. The conference was agaifist
be adopted in the face of growingfnitful discussion on the need to initiateSaffronisation, privatisation an
attack of globalisation were discussedspigarity campaign and movementcommercialisation of education. It canle
Concrete experiences of AICCTU in against the offensive of privatisation anciown heavily on the DMK governmert
Sanmar Leather Factory, Dunlop Indiagopajisation, it was decided to launch &t the state and the BJP led N
Ltd, TIDC, hotel workers; workers’ gqjigarity forum in the second week ofgovernment at the centead passed
issues and issues like organisingarch.”An adhoc committee of 9 resolution to organise a students' rafly
women workers and how to developcomrades was formed and Com_in March to give an ultimatum to th
TU as a weapon of class struggle wergy, miishan and Com. RAP Singh weregovernment to fulfil the demands lik
discussed in 4 groups, in which 60,,,5inteq coordinators to ensure théree bus pass, student union elections
comrades actively participated. COm.aricination of representatives from theand reversal of the fee hike. It algo

S. Kumarasamy, State AICCTU 00 nisaq sectors. resolved to follow the rally with a Jai
President summed up the discussion. Bharao movement.

The second session was on theAndaman AICCTU to Hold The conference was addressed py
effects of globalisation. Topics like the Convention, Dharna Com. Kavita, AISA President, Com.

process of globalisation in India, class- AICCTU State Council of Kumarasamy, CCM, CPI(ML)and Co

forces supporting it, resentment, . fan in its 7 January meetingSelvi, member of AISA Nationa
against globalisation, and how this’" ™" , xecutive. A 27-member Distric
rocess can be pushed back etc. wefg€cided to organise street cornefF tve. Bkl
b P "~ -meetings from 16 January and aCommittee was elected, which electgd

discussed in this session. The ; . .
response of the workers was summe&nasswe dharna was organised on >§enthil as Honorary President, Barathi
up by Com. Murugan. Chennai City January in front of Van Sadan (fores@s President and Immanuel as Genaral

Commitee Member of the Party. The0USe). It has also decided to convengecretary along with 8 secretaries. The
participants felt that the workshop was? trade union convention to opposéonference has generated positiye
very useful for them to understand thed!obalisation drive on 4 February, enthusiasm among the students,

process of globalisation. inviting Left unions. AISA Dharna at Lucknow
The workshop decided to carry on AJCCTU Flags Hoisted in AISA staged a dharna at the statpie

workers’ movement on demands Such 15y ang Factories of Dr. Ambedkar at Hazratganj

as minimum wages to be fixed as Rs. :
4500; Tamilnadu Govt. to allocate Rs ~ On 26 January, a campaign to hoist'©>5"9 ON 11 January to protest BgP
govt. decision to stop stipend to 6

2500 crores to open the closedAICCTU flags was organised in the .
industries; state and central govts tdndustrial zone of Sonepat in Hc’:lryl’la.l"’lkh dalit students.
provide Rs 1000 monthly each for theln three factories the flag was hoistedGovt. Overcharges Rs.435
workers of _the _closed mdustne;,and mass meet!ngs were held. Comcyr. Under PDS, Says CAG
workers' residential quarters be builtSwapan Mukherjee, General Secretary ) . ]
by the govt., etc. It was also decidedof AICCTU, Com. Satbeer Singh, leader Taking _Serious exception tI
to take up a campaign on the issues af an MTNL employees' union, Com. “Overcharging” of consumers under
women workers from Feb. 1 to MarchSurinder, KK Neogi and Srikrishna Public distribution system (PDS), the
8 which will culminate in a convention. Yadav addressed the mass meetingscomptroller and Auditor Genera]
) . . (CAG) has said in its latest report g
Funeral Procession of Governments in Delhi food and consumer affairst
The funeral procession of BJP-led government at the centre and the Conge@ssumers were charged Rs.435.f1
government of Delhi was brought out by CPI(ML) Shahdara zone committe€@®es in excess due to passing pn
23 January, the last day of "Save Delhi, Save the Poor" campaign launch&xtg expenditure to them instead pf
Delhi Party against the anti-people steps of evicting numerous indust@ésorbing from state budgets ... Thys,
footpath vendors and shops and driving rickshaw pullers away in the nanibefnain objective of providing whegt
pollution. It started from Ambedkar Park, Vishwas Nagar and after coveringnél rice at uniform and affordable raje
km. route ended at Nathu Colony Chowk. The meeting held there was addregggdot fulfilled".
by Delhi Party Secy. Com. Rajendra Pratholi, State AIPWA Secy. Jeeta Kautn Tamil Nadu, consumers werp
State RYA Secy. Shashi Bhushan, Party Secy. of Shahdara area Com.oRarcharged by Rs.251.44 crore due|to
Abhilash and an enterpreneur Sampat Nahta. Party has distributed an apgggsimng on the retail margins to them
the enterpreneurs to forge a broadbased unity to fight against the anti-pdopléoodgrains and kerosene oif,
policies of BJP and Congress, so as to mobilise a determined resistance thfatgh the charges were to be borpe
people in the second phase of sealing the industries. by the state government.
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President Warns against Attempts to An Attempt to 'Talibanise' Hindu Religion
Tamper with the Constitution (From Rajinder Sachar's articlare we not a soft state’

President K.R. Narayanan's address to the nafion "The tensions created by the VHP using the occasi

on this year's Republic Day eve was quite hard-hittingf Mahakumbh are a dangerous portent. This is an at
Exercising his prerogative to the hilt, the President t¢padt 'Talibanisation' of Hindu religion ... This spread of hat
the opportunity to sound a timely alarm against {hand discord being sought to be projected at the Mahaku
saffron design to revise the Constitution. He came dgwandangers the real essence of Hinduism and its philos
heavily on the idea that the Constitution has to be rev|sefistoicism."

to guarantee stable governments at the Centre. He| was"Who has given the authority to the VHP and a bang
categorical that the founding fathers of the Constitutjogellular phone-holding 'sadhus’ to speak on behal
had preferred responsibility to stability and any attemgtindus. The cowardly act of demolishing the Babri Mag
to ensure stability by restricting the opposition's rightt condemned by a large majority of Hindus.

to defeat a government through no-confidence motfion "The proceedings of the VHP-managed ‘dharma san

or other means would therefore amount to a braz@yrprorting to fix the outer date for temple construction
violation of the essential spirit of the Constitution ap§°incide with the Assembly election in Uttar Pradesh a
Parliamentary democracy. cheap gimmick, betraying the political motivation of t

He even went to the extent of comparing t gemple movement.

: ‘i _— : - . 'Inthis context the visit by the Congress President
campaign for revising the Constitution with Pakist . . . X X
former military dictator Ayub Khan's notion of ‘guid d_g'}onla Gandhi to the Kumbh Mela with a view of makinga d

democracy' based on indirect election. The Presi egtthe same obscurantist, fundamentalist religious sectio

probably thought that comparison with Pakistan WOJlt e Hindu electorate is unfortunate. That may help herin ge

th td tati b t to the ome votes. but secular fabric of the nation has been ful
cause the most devastating embarrassment to the 3 %lened by this open and shameless effort at mixing reli
Parivar. But the use of Pakistan as the anti-democ

. o with politics by both the major parties for their electoral gain
stereotype seems a little prejudiced and hence rathdr ill- P y jorp g

advised in a Presidential address. Culture of Resistance Against Culture of
The saffron brigade has been predictably piqued by Fascist Hindutwa

the President's address. The BJP spokesperson|Jangan sanskriti Manch organised a seminar on "Cultur
Krishnamurthy has taken exception to the Presidential alafgtistance and creativity" on 15 January in Lucknow. It

calling it unnecessary and unfortunate. He would have Hgssided over by Shagil Siddigi of PWAand conducted
believe that nobody is advocating indirect election and allspok Chandra, poet and convenor of Lucknow unit of JS
that. Incidentally, the Constitution Review Commissipn Introducing the topic of the seminar Ajay Singh, poet 4
has just released its first set of consultation papers|ag@neral Secretary of JSM, asserted in his paper that the ¢
questionnaires concerning various aspects of |thg resistance is inseparably linked with the battle

constitutional framework of India's parliamentafyreyolutionary transformation of Indian society. Making it t
democracy. The Commission seems to be particulpryarting point, a broadbased front of all progressive and
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haunted by the spectre of instability and it would likel tgterateurs, artists and cultural activists must be forged against

subject India's multi-party system to drastic regimentat|ogultural fascism and imperialism. At the dawn of 21st cent
In fact, the first question of the questionnaire on politicahe most important cultural task should be elimination of fas
parties asks whether political parties are necessary|iHmdutwa culture and creation of progressive and mod
democracy! Another paper talks of a certain ‘Gandiafulture based on culture of resistandeong those who
model' of elections whereby direct franchise will be limitedpoke at the occasion include, apart from Sha
to the panchayat level and the upper tiers from Ziligiddigi,veteran writeAkhilesh Mishra, Mohan Thapaliyal
Parishad onward will be formed through indirect electiprhyam Ankuram, Kishor Kaushal, Anil Sinha, Dr. GP Mish
Who are you trying to fool, Mr. Krishnamurthy? Ajanta Lohit, Ramesh Dixit and stage artist RK Sinha.
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